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Introduction

The files for the Survey on Living Conditions 2009 (hereafter ECV 2009) for families and
individuals are a dissemination product aimed at users with experience in analysing and
processing microdata. This format provides added value to the user, allowing him or her to exploit
and analyse data which, due to obvious limitations, the current standard dissemination in the form
of tables, publications and reports cannot encompass.

This report, to be specific, describes the microdata file corresponding to the individual
questionnaire. This file contains a selection of the variables collected and generated in the survey
for the person selected within the family context and is structured around the thematic areas
covered by the survey for this statistical unit (level of education, health conditions, work, free time,
social relationships, etc.)'. A microdata file at level is also available, containing specific
information collected and generated by the survey for this statistical unit. This file is provided
separately together with its corresponding description.

Criteria for selection of variables

The ECV covers a broad array of variables and characteristics at family and individual level that
need to be processed, adjusted and summarised prior to exploitation. The file described here
covers a selection of these variables already prepared for treatment. This selection has been
carried out based on criteria of both confidentiality and quality of the information which is detailed
below:

2.1 Confidentiality criteria

Maintaining statistical secrecy for those supplying information is one of the main guiding principles
in statistical activity. Therefore, the dissemination of any individual information collected under the
obligation of statistical secrecy should be anonymous and carried out in such as way that none of
the identities of the statistical units can be deduced, not even via the content or disaggregation of
the published variables.

Therefore, to safeguard this guarantee, the following restrictions have been applied to the
individual file of the ECV 2009:

- In no event does it include direct identification variables or personal details (ID n°, name,
surname, address, telephone n°, etc.).

- The maximum geographical disaggregation included is the ZONE (grouping of districts) and
provincial capitals.

- The age of the person interviewed is presented in five-yearly bands given its highly identifiable
nature in combination with the other demographic variables.

- Standard groupings of variables which characterise the individual and do not allow
identification of “singular” units are used (e.g. individuals with minority professions, or with
unusual holiday destinations, etc.).

- Numerical variables are not included (e.g. length of journeys, distances to place of study or
work, hours dedicated to studying, etc.), except the family weighting and the family and
individual identifiers. These variables appear categorised in sufficiently broad ranges or
intervals.
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' For further information consult the questionnaire and documentation related to the survey at www.eustat.eus

- As regards sensitive subject areas covered by the survey, only the most important synthetic
indicators have been included once the possibility of identifying registers has been eliminated.
Variables of state of health that specify type of disorders and diseases, mobility restrictions,
consultations with certain specialists, types of prosthesis used and specific types of donor
have been eliminated. Furthermore, participation, membership or help with religious, political
or trade union organisations and/or associations has been grouped together in a single
general category, “Other Organisations and Associations”.

2.1 Quality criteria

Another aspect to pay attention to in the analysis and processing of statistical products is data
quality. The quality of the statistical product can be defined using the specific quality factors
promoted by EUROSTAT: Relevance, accuracy and reliability, timeliness and punctuality,
coherence and comparability, accessibility and clarity.

In this case and for the selection of the variables to be included in the individual microdata file of
the ECV 2009, we have focused on the first two aspects: relevance (interest of the data for the
final user) and the accuracy and reliability of the information.

2.2.1 Relevance

Given the great quantity of variables collected by the survey, we have attempted to synthesise
and include those that are supposed to be of the greatest interest and relevance for the general
survey user. Thus the following considerations have been made:

- Variables of negligible analytical interest have not been included, as is the case with certain
work and free time variables (e.g. type of time control at work, distribution of days off in the
different holiday periods, working hours during holidays, etc.).

- On the other hand, detailed variables of ICT equipment in the household have been included
(computers, Internet, etc.), which have been of growing interest for users in recent years..

- Groupings of variables related to services in the immediate surroundings have been made,
since great variability has been detected in the estimations between periods. For example, the
different types of establishments of foodstuffs (fishmonger, greengrocer, butcher, etc.) are
grouped together as one “Establishments of foodstuffs and consumer goods”.

2.1.2 Accuracy and reliability

In any sampling survey, the main limitation consists of the fact that information is available solely
for the sample units and not for the whole of the target population. The sampling design of the
survey will shed light on the level of representativity that we can attain with the information
collected.

In the case of the ECV, although the sample of households is selected stratified by ZONE (or
grouping of districts), the representativity required is at least Province-level for the main variables
and crosses of the survey. However, the great quantity of variables and the high level of detail that
can be reached with the variables included in this file do not guarantee the statistical significance
of all the exploitations or analyses that can be carried out on this data.

The conclusions reached from the studies or analyses carried out on the data are the
responsibility of the final user. However, to get an idea of the quality of the information for a
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specific cross or disaggregation the user is recommended to consult the tables of sampling errors
of the survey:
(http://www.eustat.es/document/datos/Errores ECV2009 web_c.xls)

and the corresponding report on the calculation of sampling errors:
(http://www.eustat.es/document/datos/Calculo_errores ECV09 _c.pdf)
which feature recommendations on the acceptable levels of sampling error.

3. Register design

The individual microdata file for the ECV 2009 is in text format, with fixed columns and structured
around the subject areas covered by the survey for this statistical unit. The description of the
variables, the type, the possible states and the exact positions in the file are described in the
Excel file Estructura_individuos_ECV04.xls which is attached together with all the documentation
related to the microdata file ECV 2009.

4. Synthetic indicators

Some of the variables included in this microdata file do not correspond exactly with questions from
the individual questionnaire, but rather are synthetic variables deriving from the exploitation of
various items or questions from this questionnaire. These variables are known as “Synthetic
Variables” and their generation and relation with the other variables is described in the Excel file
Estructura_individuos_ECV09.xlIs which is attached together with all the documentation related to
the microdata file ECV 2009.

5. Description of variables

Includes the literal descriptions corresponding to the coding of each of the variables included in
the file. See Annex I.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE FILE MICRODATOS_FAMILIAS_ECV_2009.CSV

1.

Province of residence

CV1_TERR

01
20
48

2,

Araba
Gipuzkoa
Bizkaia

Zone of residence

Cv1_zOCV

O©CoONOORWN -

3.
CcV1_

020
059
069
000

4.
cV1_

1
2

5.
cV1_

01
02
03
04
05
06
07
08
09
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

Llanada alavesa

Rest of Alava

Gran Bilbao

Duranguesado

Gernika-Bermeo plus Plentzia-Mungia plus Markina-Ondarroa
Arratia-Nervién plus Encartaciones

Donostialdea plus Bajo Bidasoa

Alto Deba plus Bajo Deba plus Urola Costa

Tolosaldea plus Goierri

Municipality of residence
MUNI

Bilbao

Vitoria-Gasteiz
Donostia-San Sebastian
Other municipalities

Sex
SEXOF

male
female

Age
EDADFR

4 or under

from5to 9

from 10 to 14
from 15 to 19
from 20 to 24
from 25 to 29
from 30 to 34
from 35 to 39
from 40 to 44
from 45 to 49
from 50 to 54
from 55 to 59
from 60 to 64
from 65 to 69
from 70 to 74
from 75 to 79
from 80 to 84
85 or over
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6. Marital status

CV1_ECIVF

1 single

2 married

3 widowed

4 divorced/annulled

5 legally separated

7. Sedentary

CV1_SEDEF

1 vyes

2 no

8. Nationality

CV1_NACIF
1 Spanish
2 Spanish and others
3 foreign

9. Place of birth
CV1_LNACF

1 Araba

2 Bizkaia

3 Gipuzkoa

4 rest Spain

5 rest of world

10. Place of origin
CV1_LPROF

1 Araba

2 Bizkaia

3 Gipuzkoa

4 rest Spain

5 rest of world

11. Level of education (ESCU+ESREP)
CV1_NIVITF

1 no studies

2 primary (EGB)

3 vocational training

4 middle (Vocational Training, Baccalaureate

5 higher
12. Relation with activity
CV1_RELA1
1 employed
2 unemployed
3 inactive

13. Have you ever worked?
CV1_TRAB1

1 vyes, | have worked
2 no, | have never worked
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14. Professional code
CV1_CPROF1R

1 Company management and Public administration

2 Technician and professional, scientific and intellectual
3 Support Technician and professional

4 Clerical employee (includes Armed Forces)

5 Personal services, catering, protection and trade

6 Skilled worker, agriculture and fishing

7  Skilled worker, industry, construction and mining

8 Machine operators, fitters

9 Non-skilled workers

15. Professional status
CV1_SPRO1

1 entrepreneur with paid employees
2 self-employed

3 family help

4 co-operative worker

5 permanent paid worker

6 temporary paid worker

7 other situations

16. Relationships with family (existence)
CV1_REFA

1 has no family
2 has family, no relationship
3 has relationship

17. Telephone contact with family members
CV1_TEFA

1 everyday

2 once or more per week
3 once or more per month
4 once or more per year
5 never

18. Letter writing with family members
CV1_CAFA

1 everyday

2 once or more per week
3 once or more per month
4 once or more per year
5 never

19. Visits to family members
CV1_VIFA1

1 everyday

2 once or more per week
3 once or more per month
4 once or more per year
5 never
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20. Visits from family members
CV1_VIFA2

1 everyday

2 once or more per week
3 once or more per month
4 once or more per year
5 never

21. Lunches, dinners, etc. with family members
CV1_COFA

1 everyday

2 once or more per week
3 once or more per month
4 once or more per year
5 never

22. Help to family members
CV1_AYFA

1 everyday

2 once or more per week
3 once or more per month
4 once or more per year
5 never

23. Family relationships (communication)
CV1_REFA1

1 some per week
2 some per month
3 some per year
4 never

24. Family relationships (reunions)
CV1_REFA2

1 some per week
2 some per month
3 some per year
4 never

25. Family relationships (meals and assistance)
CV1_REFA3

1 some per week
2 some per month
3 some per year
4 never

26. Family relationships (summary)

CV1_REFA4
1 Intense
2 Frequent
3 Sporadic
4  None
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27. Relationships with relatives (existence)
CV1_REPA
1 has no relatives
2 has relatives, no relationship
3 has relationship
28. Telephone contact with relatives
CV1_TEPA
1 everyday
2 once or more per week
3 once or more per month
4 once or more per year
5 never
29. Letter writing with relatives
CV1_CAPA
1 everyday
2 once or more per week
3 once or more per month
4 once or more per year
5 never
30. Visits to relatives
CV1_VIPA1
1 everyday
2 once or more per week
3 once or more per month
4 once or more per year
5 never
31. Visits from relatives
CV1_VIPA2
1 everyday
2 once or more per week
3 once or more per month
4 once or more per year
5 never
32. Lunches, dinners, etc. with relatives
CV1_COPA
1 everyday
2 once or more per week
3 once or more per month
4 once or more per year
5 never
33. Help to-from relatives
CV1_AYPA
1 everyday
2 once or more per week
3 once or more per month
4 once or more per year
5 never

Description of microdata file
FAMILIES ECV 2009
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34. Relationship with relatives (communication)
CV1_REPA1

1 some per week
2 some per month
3 some per year
4 never

35. Relationships with relatives (reunions)
CV1_REPA2

1 some per week
2 some per month
3 some per year
4 never

36. Relationships with relatives (meals and assistance)
CV1_REPA3

1 some per week
2 some per month
3 some per year
4 never

37. Relationships with relatives (summary)

CV1_REPA4
1 Intense
2 Frequent
3 Sporadic
4 None

38. Relationships with friends (existence)
CV1_REAM

1 has no friends
2 has friends, no relationship
3 has relationship

39. Telephone contact with friends
CV1_TEAM

1 everyday

2 once or more per week
3 once or more per month
4 once or more per year
5 never

40. Letter writing with friends
CV1_CAAM

1 everyday

2 once or more per week
3 once or more per month
4 once or more per year
5 never

11
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41. Visits to friends
CV1_VIAM1

1 everyday

2 once or more per week
3 once or more per month
4 once or more per year
5 never

42. Visits from friends
CV1_VIAM25

1 everyday

2 once or more per week
3 once or more per month
4 once or more per year
5 never

43. Lunches, dinners, etc. with friends
CV1_COAM

1 everyday

2 once or more per week
3 once or more per month
4 once or more per year
5 never

44. Help to/from friends
CV1_AYAM

1 everyday

2 once or more per week
3 once or more per month
4 once or more per year
5 never

45. Relationships with friends (communication)
CV1_REAM

1 some per week
2 some per month
3 some per year
4 never

46. Relationships with friends (reunions)
CV1_REAM2

1 some per week
2 some per month
3 some per year
4 never

47. Relationships with friends (meals and assistance)

CV1_REAM3

1 some per week
2 some per month
3 some per year
4 never

Description of microdata file
FAMILIES ECV 2009
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48. Relationships with friends (summary)

CV1_REAM4
1 Intense
2 Frequent
3 Sporadic
4 None

49. Relationships with neighbours (existence)
CV1_REVE

1 no neighbours
2 has neighbours, no relationship
3 has relationship

50. Speaks to neighbours
CV1_HAVE

1 everyday

2 once or more per week
3 once or more per month
4 once or more per year
5 never

51. Visits to neighbours
CV1_VIVE1

1 everyday

2 once or more per week
3 once or more per month
4 once or more per year
5 never

52. Visits from neighbours
CV1_VIVE2

1 everyday

2 once or more per week
3 once or more per month
4 once or more per year
5 never

53. Lunches, dinners, etc. with neighbours
CV1_COVE

1 everyday

2 once or more per week
3 once or more per month
4 once or more per year
5 never

54. Help to/from neighbours
CV1_AYVE

1 everyday

2 once or more per week
3 once or more per month
4 once or more per year
5 never

13
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55. Relationships with neighbours (communication)
CV1_REVE1

1 some per week
2 some per month
3 some per year
4 never

56. Relationships with neighbours (reunions)
CV1_REVE2

1 some per week
2 some per month
3 some per year
4 never

57. Relationships with neighbours (meals and assistance)
CV1_REVE3

1 some per week
2 some per month
3 some per year
4 never

58. Relationships with neighbours (summary)
CV1_REVE4

1 Intense
2 Frequent
3 Sporadic
4 None

59. Relationships with family members (partial summary)
CV1_RELFA1

1 Intense
2 Frequent
3 Sporadic
4 None

60. Relationships with family members (global summary)
CV1_RELFA2

1 Intense
2 Frequent
3 Sporadic
4 None

61. Social environment (delinquency)

CV1_MEAMB1
1 no problem
2 some problems
3 several problems
4 all types

Description of microdata file
FAMILIES ECV 2009
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62. Social environment (assaults)
CV1_MEAMB2

1 no problem

2 some problems
3 several problems
4 all types

63. Social environment (summary)
CV1_MEAMB3

1 very healthy

2 healthy

3 run-down

4 very run-down

64. Robbery and assaults (summary)
CV1_SEGUR

1 No problem

2 Some problems
3 Several problems
4 Aot of problems

65. Existence of external disturbances
CV1_MOLES

1 there are disturbances
2 there are no disturbances

66. Frequency of disturbances
CV1_FMOLE

1 daily
2 occasionally
3 hardly ever

67. Existence of pollution in the area
CV1_CONTA

1 it does not exist
2 it exists
3 not known

68. Frequency of pollution
CV1_FCONT

1 daily
2 occasionally
3 hardly ever

69. External disturbances (summary)
CV1_CONRA

1 very run-down
2 run-down

3 healthy

4 Very healthy

Description of microdata file
FAMILIES ECV 2009
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70. Social environment (summary)

CV1_AMBIE1
1 no problem
2 some problems
3 several problems
4 all types

71. Social and physical environment (summary)
CV1_AMBIE2

1 no problem

2 some problems
3 several problems
4 all types

72. Hot water
CV1_ACALV

1 has
2 does not have

73. Air conditioning
CV1_ACOND

1 has
2 does not have

74. Storeroom
CV1_TRAST

1 has
2 does not have

75. Fitted wardrobes
CV1_ARMAR

1 has
2 does not have

76. Gas distributed by piping
CV1_GAST

1 has
2 does not have

77. Heating
CV1_CALEV

1 has
2 does not have

16
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78. Heating source
CV1_COMB

1 central heating for whole building

2 individual boiler

3 electric radiators in each room

4  electric radiator in one or more rooms
5 gas heater

6 other types

79. Household services (summary)
CV1_SERVI

1 no services
2 few services
3 quite a lot of services

80. Telephone
CV1_TELEF

1 has
2 does not have

81. Fridge-freezer
CV1_FRICO

1 has
2 does not have

82. Refrigerator
CV1_FRIGO

1 has
2 does not have

83. Washing machine
CV1_LAVAD

1 has
2 does not have

84. Dishwasher
CV1_LAVAV

1 has
2 does not have

85. Ceramic cooker
CV1_VITRO

1 has
2 does not have

86. Gas oven
CV1_HORNG

1 has
2 does not have

17
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87. Electric oven
CV1_HORNE

1 has
2 does not have

88. Dryer
CV1_SECA

1 has
2 does not have

89. Microwave oven
CV1_MICRO

1 has
2 does not have

90. Vacuum cleaner
CV1_ASPIR

1 has
2 does not have

91. Household equipment (summary)

CV1_EQUIP1
1 no equipment
2 little
3 some
4 quite a lot

92. Number of spaces
CV1_ESPACR

1 1-3 spaces

2 4 spaces

3 5 spaces

4 6 spaces

5 7 or more spaces

93. Spaces in the dwelling (summary)
CV1_VIVIE1

1 Does not have the basic ones
2 Has the basic ones
3 Has more spaces

94. Useable surface area of the dwelling
CV1_SUPFR

1 under 40 m2;

2 from 40 to 70 m2;

3 from 70 to 100 m2;
4  from 100 to 150 m2 ;
5 over 150 m2

18
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95. Second dwellings
CV1_SECUNR

1 Has
2 Does not have

96. Mobile telephone
CV1_MOVIL

1 has
2 does not have

97. Colour television
CV1_TVCOL

1 has
2 does not have

98. Pay or Cable Television
CV1_TVPAC

1 has
2 does not have

99. Television via satellite
CV1_TVSAT

1 has
2 does not have

100. Video
CV1_VIDEO

1 has
2 does not have

101. Musical equipment (summary)
CV1_EQUIP4

1 no equipment
2 little

3 some

4 quite a lot

102. Personal Computer
CV1_ORDEN

1 has
2 does not have

103. Internet
CV1_INTERF

1 has
2 does not have

19



EUSKAL ESTATISTIKA ERAKUNDEA
INSTITUTO VASCO DE ESTADISTICA

104. E-mail
CV1_EMAIL

1 has
2 does not have

105. Bicycle
CV1_BICIC

1 has
2 does not have

106. Motorcycle
CV1_MOTOC

1 has
2 does not have

107. Motorcycle of over 50 cc. (number)
CV1_NMOTOR

1 Does not have
2 Has1
3 Has more than 1

108. Car (number)
CV1_NCOHR

1 Does not have
2 Has1
3 Has more than 1

109. Van (number)
CV1_NFURGR

1 Does not have
2 Has1
3 Has more than 1

110. Other vehicles
CV1_OTRVEHICR

1 Does not have
2 Has
3 Has more than 1

111. Sports equipment (summary)
CV1_EQUIP5

1 no equipment
2 some
3 quite alot

Description of microdata file
FAMILIES ECV 2009
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112. Other household equipment (summary)
CV1_EQUIP6

1 no equipment
2 some
3 quite alot

113. Form of tenancy of dwelling
CV1_REGTR

1 Owner
2 Rent
3 other forms

114. Change of dwelling
CV1_CANVI

1 has considered it
2 has not considered it

115. Year of Construction
CV1_ACONR

before 1900

from 1900 to 1939
from 1940 to 1959
from 1960 to 1969
from 1970 to 1979
from 1980 onwards;

O WN =

116. Characteristics of the building (summary)
CV1_CARED
1 single-family
2 flat
3 detached
117. Number of dwellings in building

CV1_NVIVER

1 single-family house

2 less than 10 dwellings
3 10-29 dwellings

4 30-49 dwellings

5 more than 50 dwellings
118. Lift

CV1_ASCEN
1 vyes
2 no

119. Garage in the building
CV1_GARAJ

1 vyes
2 no

Description of microdata file
FAMILIES ECV 2009
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120. Central heating
CV1_CACEN

1 vyes
2 no

121. Central hot water
CV1_ACALC

1 vyes
2 no

122. Entry phone
CV1_PORAU

1 vyes
2 no

123. Satellite dish
CV1_PARAB

1 vyes
2 no

124. Frontén (pelota court)
CV1_FRONT

1 vyes
2 no

125. Playground
CV1_JARDI

1 vyes
2 no

126. Private car park
CV1_PARKG

1 vyes
2 no

127. Building services (summary)
CV1_SEDIF

1 no services
2 some services
3 many services

128. Establishments of foodstuffs and consumer goods
CV1_ALIMR

1 Yes
2 No

22
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129. Nursery
CV1_GUARD

1 vyes
2 no

130. Bars and cafés
CV1_BARCAF

1 vyes
2 no

131. Gardens or square
CV1_PLAZA

1 vyes
2 no

132. Other services and facilities in the immediate surroundings
CV1_OTROSERV

1 vyes
2 no

133. Services in the immediate surroundings (summary)
CV1_SENTO1

1 no services
2 some services
3 alot of services

134. Municipal market
CV1_MERCA

1 vyes
2 no

135. Restaurant
CV1_RESTA

1 vyes
2 no

136. Clinic-G.P.
CV1_AMBUL

1 vyes
2 no

137. Primary School.
CV1_CEGB

1 vyes
2 no

23
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138. Bookshop, Music shop
CV1_LIBRE

1 vyes
2 no

139. Library
CV1_BIBLI

1 vyes
2 no

140. Retirement Home
CV1_HJUBI

1 vyes
2 no

141. Church
CV1_IGLES

1 vyes
2 no

142. Post Office
CV1_CORRE

1 vyes
2 no

143. Bank or Savings bank
CV1_BANCO

1 vyes
2 no

144. Park
CV1_PARQU

1 vyes
2 no

145. Taxi rank
CV1_TAXIS

1 vyes
2 no

146. Cinema and/or Theatre
CV1_CINES

1 vyes
2 no

24
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147. Frontén (pelota court)
CV1_FRONV

1 vyes
2 no

148. Sports centre

CV1_POLID
1 vyes
2 no

149. Services in the surroundings (summary)

CV1_SENTO2

1 no services
2 some services
3 alot of services

150. Domestic service
CV1_SERVDR

1 has
2 does not have

151. Outside help for household chores

CV1_AYEXT

1 does not receive
2 receives

152. Shopping for food
CV1_COMPR

1 receives
2 does not receive

153. Preparation of meals
CV1_COMID1

1 receives
2 does not receive

154. Dish washing
CV1_FREG1

1 receives
2 does not receive

155. Preparation of clothes
CV1_ROPA1

1 receives
2 does not receive

Description of microdata file
FAMILIES ECV 2009
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156. Cleanin of home
CV1_LIMPC1

1 receives
2 does not receive

157. Child care
CV1_CNINO1

1 receives
2 does not receive

158. Care of dependents and elderly
CV1_CDEPA1

1 receives
2 does not receive

159. Other household activities
CV1_OACTV1

1 receives
2 does not receive

160. Weekly hours of outside help
CV1_HREXTR

1 10 hours or less

2 from 11 to 30 hours
3 from 31 to 50 hours
4 more than 50 hours;

161. Paid salary
CV1_SLEXT

1 does not receive
2 receives

162. Household chores (help given)
CV1_TDOME3

0 Does not correspond
1 Alotof help

2 Quite a lot of help

3 and 4 Little help

163. Reaches end of month
CV1_FINAL

1 without difficulty
2 with difficulty

164. Existence of restrictions
CV1_RESTR

1 has had none
2 has had some

Description of microdata file
FAMILIES ECV 2009
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165. Relative economic situation

CV1_MEJOR
1 Dbetter
2 worse
3 same

166. Income stability

CV1_ESTAB
1 stable
2 unstable

167. Number of wage-earners
CV1_PERCR

1 No earners
2 1 earner
3 2 or more earners

168. Income level

CV1_INGRE2R
1 Low
2 Medium
3 High
169. Subjective economic situation (summary)
CV1_SITEC1
1 poor
2 normal
3 good
170. Objective economic situation (summary)
CV1_SITEC2
1 poor
2 normal
3 good
171. Size of family
CV1_TFAMR
1 1 member
2 2 members
3 3-5members
4  6-9 members
5 10 or more members

172. Family weighting
CV1_ELEF
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