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1. Introduction

The files for the Living Conditions Survey 1999 (hereinafter ECV99) for families and individuals
constitute a product for dissemination directed at users with experience in analysing and treating
microdata. This format provides added value to users, enabling them to carry out data operations
and analyses which, for obvious limitations, cannot be addressed by the current standard
dissemination in the form of tables, publications and reports.

Specifically, the microdata file corresponding to the family survey is described in this report. This
file contains a selection of the variables collected and generated in the survey for the person
selected within the family environment and is structured based on the thematic aspects addressed
by the survey for this statistical unit (education level, health conditions, work, free time, social
relationships, etc.)l. There is also a microdata file available at a family level that contains specific
information collected and generated by the survey for this statistical unit. This file is provided
separately together with its corresponding description.

2. Criteria for selection of variables

The ECV covers an infinite range of variables and characteristics at a family and individual level
that must be processed, cleansed and synthesised before use. The file described here covers a
selection of these variables already prepared for use. This selection of variables has been carried
out based on the confidentiality and quality criteria detailed following:

2.1 Confidentiality criteria

Maintaining the statistical secrecy of the informants is one of the main premises that govern this
statistical activity. Therefore, the dissemination of any individual information collected under
statistical secrecy must be anonymous and must not be associated with any specific individual, not
even via the content or disaggregation of the disseminated variables.

Therefore, and in order to guarantee this safeguard, the following restrictions have been applied to
the ECV 1999 individuals file:

- Under no circumstances are direct identification variables or data of a personal nature
(national identity document, name, surname, addresses, telephone numbers, etc.) to be
included.

- The maximum geographical breakdown included is the AREA (district grouping) and capitals
of the province.

- The age of the person surveyed is presented in five-year groups given the high identifying
power in combination with the rest of the geographic variables.

- Standard groups of variables are used that classify the individual and that do not allow the
identification of “individual” units (e.g. individuals with minority professions, or with low
frequency holiday destinations, etc.).

- Numeric variables are not included (e.g. career duration, distances to work and study centres,
hours dedicated to study, etc.), except the family elevator and the family and individual
identifiers. These variables are classified in ranges or intervals of sufficient magnitude.

1 For further information, consult the questionnaire and the documentation related to the survey at www.eustat.eus


http://www.eustat.es/

0:"' Eustat

EUSKAL ESTATISTIKA ERAKUNDEA Microdata from the Living Conditions Survey — 1999

INSTITUTO VASCO DE ESTADISTICA

Description of file

- With respect to the sensitive subject areas covered in the survey, only the most important
synthetic areas have been included once the possibility of record identification has been
discounted. Health status variables that detail the nature of diseases and illnesses, mobility
restrictions, consultations with certain specialists, type of prosthesis used and certain donor
typologies have been discounted for inclusion. Participation, membership or support in
organisations and/or associations of a religious, political or union nature are also grouped into
a single generic category “Other organisations and associations”.

2.2. Quality criteria

Data quality is another aspect to consider in the analysis and treatment of statistical products. The
quality of the statistical product can be defined based on certain quality factors promulgated by
EUROSTAT: Suitability, precision and reliability, opportunity and punctuality, consistency and
comparability, accessibility and clarity.

In this case, and for the selection of variables to include in the ECV individuals microdata file, the
focus has been on two main aspects: Suitability (relevance or interest of the data to the final user)
and the precision and reliability of the information.

2.2.1 Relevance

Given the large quantity of variables collected by the survey, the aim has been to include those
assumed to be of greater interest and relevance to the generic user. Therefore the following
considerations have been made:

- Variables of little analytical interest have not been included as is the case with certain work and
free time variables (e.g. typology of schedule control at work, distribution of holiday days in the
holiday periods, schedules on holidays, etc.).

- On the other hand, detailed variables of the topics most demanded by the user in recent years
is included, such as the use and level of Basque, the participation in domestic chores, the use
of ICTs in leisure time, etc.

- Self-classification variables? have not been included in order to avoid problems of objectivity
and comparability of the estimations derived from these variables (e.g. occupation,
unemployment data, etc.).

2.2.2 Precision and reliability

The main limitation in any survey by sample is due to the availability of information solely for the
sample units and not for the total objective population. The sampling design of the survey will shed
light on the level of representativeness that can be achieved with the information collected.

In the case of the ECV, although the sample of homes was selected in a stratified manner by ARA
(or group of regions), the level of representativeness required is, at least, that of the province for
the main variables and crosses in the survey. However, the large number of variables and the high
level of detail that can be achieved with the variables included in this file do not guarantee the
statistical significance of all the operations or analyses that can be performed on this data.

2 One self-classification variable is that it is the survey itself that defines a certain category according to its subjective
perception.
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The conclusions derived from studies or analyses performed on this data are the responsibility of
the end user.

3. Register design

The ECV 1999 individuals microdata file is in CSV format and is structured around the thematic
areas collected by the survey for this statistical unit. The description of the variables, the type and
the possible states are described in the Excel file Estructura_individuos_ECV99.xls, which is
attached together with all the related documentation with the ECV 1999 microdata file.

4. Synthetic indicators
Some of the variables included in this microdata file do not correspond exactly with the individual
gquestionnaire questions, but to synthetic variables derived from the use of several items or
questions in this survey. These variables are known as the “Synthetic Indicators” and their
generation and relation to the other variables is described in the Excel file
Estructura_individuos_ECV99.xls, which is attached together with all the related documentation in
the ECV 1999 microdata file.

5. Description of variables

Includes the literals corresponding to the coding of each of the variables included in the file. See
Appendix I.
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EUSKAL ESTATISTIKA ERAKUNDEA
INSTITUTO VASCO DE ESTADISTICA

DESCRIPTION OF THE ECV99_INDIVIDUOS FILE

1. Province of residence

CVJ_TERR

01 Araba

20  Gipuzkoa
48  Bizkaia

2. Areaof residence

CVJ_ZOocV

1 Alava Plain

2 Rest of Alava

3 Gran Bilbao

4 Duranguesado

5 Gernika-Bermeo plus Plencia-Mungia plus Markina-Ondarroa
6 Arratia-Nervion plus Encartaciones

7 Donostialdea plus Bajo Bidasoa

8 Alto Deba plus Bajo Deba plus Urola Costa

9 Tolosaldea plus Goierri

3. Municipality of residence

CVJ_MUNI
020 Bilbao
059 Vitoria-Gasteiz
069 Donostia-San Sebastian
000 Other municipalities
4. Gender
CVJ_SEXOI
1 Male
2 Female
5. Age
CVJ_EDADIR
1 5 years or less
2 from 6 to 10 years
3 from 11 to 15 years
4 from 16 to 20 years
5 from 21 to 25 years
6 from 26 to 30 years
7 from 31 to 35 years
8 from 36 to 40 years
9 from 41 to 45 years
10 from 46 to 50 years
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6.

7.

8.

10.

11.
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11 from 51 to 55 years
12 from 56 to 60 years
13  from 61 to 65 years
14  from 66 to 70 years
15 from 71 to 75 years
16  from 76 to 80 years
17  from 81 to 85 years
18 86 or over

Place of birth

CVJ_LNACI

1 Araba

2 Bizkaia

3 Gipuzkoa

4 Other provinces

5 Abroad
Civil Status

CVJ_ECIVI

1 Single

2 Married

3 Widowed

4

Place of origin
CVJ_LPROI

Not applicable
Araba

Bizkaia
Gipuzkoa

Other provinces
Abroad

a b~ W N BEFE O

Education level
CVJ_NIVI1I

Not applicable

No studies
Primary/pre-school
Elementary

Higher

A W NPEFELO

Situation with respect to study
CVJ_SITES

0 Not applicable
1 Studies
2 Does not study

Studies in progress

Divorced / annulled / legally separated
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.
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CVJ_ESCU

g b~ WNPEFE O

Not applicable
Pre-school/primary
Professional
Secondary
Elementary higher
Higher

Distance to the study centre (metres)
CVJ_DISTAR

~N o o~ WN PP O

Not applicable

Less than 100 metres

From 100 to 499

From 500 to 999

1,000 to 1,999

2,000 to 4,999

5,000 to 19,999

More than or equal to 20,000 metres

Transport method
CVJ_Trase

0 ~NOoO O WN PFEP O

Not applicable

By car

By train

Urban bus

School bus

Walking

Bicycle or motorbike
Combination of several
Other

Duration of journey to the study centre (minutes)
CVJ_DURAER

o Ok WDNPFE O

Not applicable

Less than 5 minutes

5 to 9 minutes

10-14 minutes

15-29 minutes

30-59 minutes

More than or = 60 minutes

Return home to eat

CVJ_COMEC

0 Not applicable

1 Returns to eat

2 Does not return to eat

Complementary studies

Microdata from the Living Conditions Survey — 1999

Description of file



17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.
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CVJ_ECOMCE

1 Has undertaken complementary studies
2 Has not undertaken complementary studies

Basque
CVJ_EUSKCE

0 Not applicable
1 Studies Basque
2 Does not study Basque

English
CVJ_INGLCE

0 Not applicable
1 Studies English
2 Does not study English

Other languages
CVJ_OTIDCE

0 Not applicable
1 Studies other languages
2 Does not study other languages

Music, ballet, art...
CVJ_MUSICE

0 Not applicable
1 Studies music, ballet, etc.
2 Does not study music, ballet, etc.

Support classes (students)
CVJ_APOYC

0 Not applicable
1 Attends support classes
2 Does not attend support classes

IT
CVJ_INFOCE

0 Not applicable
1 Studies IT
2 Does not study IT

Other studies
CVJ_OTROCE

0 Not applicable

Microdata from the Living Conditions Survey — 1999

Description of file



EUSKAL ESTATISTIKA ERAKUNDEA Microdata from the Living Conditions Survey — 1999

INSTITUTO VASCO DE ESTADISTICA

Description of file

1 Undertakes other studies
2 Does not undertake other studies

24. Weekly hours for complementary studies
CVJ_HORACR

Not applicable

Less than 2 hours
From 2 to 4 hours
From 5 to 10 hours
From 11 to 15 hours
More than 15 hours

ga b~ WNPEF O

25. Literacy
CVJ_ANAF

0 Not applicable
1 Can read/write
2 Cannot read/write

26. Functional literacy (reading)
CVJ_LEER

0 Not applicable
1 Reads without difficulty
2 Reads with difficulty

27. Functional literacy (writing)
CVJ_ESCR

0 Not applicable
1 Writes with no difficulty
2 Writes with difficulty

28. Study code undertaken
CVJ_ESREP

Not applicable

No studies

Primary studies
Professional training
Secondary studies
Elementary higher
Higher studies

o 0ok WDNPFE O

29. Age completed studies

CVJ_EDFINR

0 Not applicable
1 Before 10 years
2 10-14 years

3 15-19 years

10
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4 20-24 years
5 25-29 years
6 After 29 years

30. Years of study
CVJ_ANOER

Less than 3 years

3-5 years

6-8 years

9-11 years

12-14 years

15-19 years

More than or equal to 20 years

~N o ok WN PR

31. Complementary studies (non-students)
CVJ_ECOMCA

0 Not applicable
1 Undertakes complementary studies
2 Does not undertake complementary studies

32. Basque (non-student complementary studies)
CVJ_EUSKCA

0 Not applicable
1 Studies Basque
2 Does not study Basque

33. English (non-student complementary studies)
CVJ_INGLCA

0 Not applicable
1 Studies English
2 Does not study English
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34.  Other languages (non-student complementary studies)

CVJ_OTIDCA

0 Not applicable
1 Studies other languages
2 Does not study other languages

35. Music, ballet, art, etc. (Complementary studies non-students)

CVJ_MUSICA

0 Not applicable
1 Studies music, ballet, etc.
2 Does not study music, ballet, etc.

36. General culture (non-student)

11



37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

EUSKAL ESTATISTIKA ERAKUNDEA
INSTITUTO VASCO DE ESTADISTICA

CVJ_CULTU

0 Not applicable
1 Studies general culture
2 Does not study general culture

IT (complementary studies non-students)
CVJ_INFOCA

0 Not applicable
1 Studies IT
2 Does not study IT

Professional retraining (non-student)
CVJ_RECIC

0 Not applicable
1 Professional retraining classes
2 No professional retraining

OTHER COMPLEMENTARY STUDIES
CVJ_OTROCA

0 Not applicable
1 Undertakes other studies

2 Does not undertake other studies
Centre type

CVJ_TIPOCR

1 Public centre

2 Private centre

3 Ikastolas

4 Other

5 No course studies

Reading Basque

CVJ_EKLE

1 Does not read Basque
2 Reads with difficulty

3 Reads well

Writing Basque
CVJ_EKES

1 Does not write Basque
2 Writes with difficulty
3 Writes well

Basque comprehension
CVJ_EKEN
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1 Does not understand
2 Understands with difficulty
3 Understands well

44. Speaking Basque

CVJ_EKHA

1 Does not speak Basque
2 Speaks with difficulty

3 Speaks well

45. Overall Basque level
CVJ_EKNGR
1 Basque speaker
2 Quasi-Basque speaker

3 Erdaldunes

46. Knowledge of English
CVJ_COING

1 Knowledge
2 No knowledge

47. Knowledge of French
CVJ_COFRA

1 Knowledge
2 No knowledge

48. Knowledge of another non-community language
CVJ_COO0ID

1 Knowledge
2 No knowledge

49. Overall English level

CVJ_NINGL

0 None

1 Good knowledge

2 Average knowledge
3 Little knowledge

50. Overall French level

CVJ_NFRAN

0 None

1 Good knowledge

2 Average knowledge
3 Little knowledge

13



51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.
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Knowledge of languages

CVJ_IDIOM

1 Only Castilian Spanish

2 Castilian Spanish and others
3 Castilian and Basque Spanish
4 Castilian, Basque, others

Difficulties in daily tasks
CVJ_DIFIC

1 Has difficulties
2 No difficulties

Level of dependence due to health problems
CVJ_INDEP

Not applicable
Totally dependent
Partially dependent
With difficulties
Manages well

A WODN PR O

Occasional health problems
CVJ_PROSA

1 Has had health problems
2 Has not had health problems

Right to health provisions

CVJ_PREST
1 Has right
2 Does not have right

Medical examinations (last month)
CVJ_CONSU

1 Has had examination
2 Has not had examination

Hospitalisations

CVJ_HOSPI1
1 Yes
2 No

Activity interruption time (days)
CVJ_TIEMIR

0 Not applicable
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59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.
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Less than 3 days
3to 7 days

8 to 15 days

16 to 30 days

31 to 60 days

61 to 120 days
More than 120 days

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Health checks
CVJ_CHEQU

0 Not applicable
1 Has had health check
2 Has not had health check

Frequency of checks
CVJ_PERIO

Not applicable
Yearly

Every 2 years

More than 2 years
No given frequency
Company checks

a b~ W N BEFE O

Donor
CVJ_DONAN

0 Not applicable
1 Donor
2 Not a donor

Blood donor
CVJ_DOSAN

0 Not applicable
1 Donor
2 Not a donor

Prosthesis use
CVJ_PROTE

0 Not applicable
1 Uses
2 Does not use

Continual employment
CVJ_ECONT

0 Not applicable
1 Has had continual employment
2 Has not had continual employment
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65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.
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Family support
CVJ_AYUFA

0 Not applicable
1 Did work
2 Did not work

Any type of work
CVJ_EVIDA

0 Not applicable
1 Has worked
2 Has not worked

Type of work

CVJ_HORAR

0 Not applicable
1 Shifts

2 Fixed hours

3 no schedule

Type of working day
CVJ_JORNA

0 Not applicable
1 continual
2 Split

Weekly rest days
CVJ_DESCA

Not applicable
None

One day

Two days

Three or more days

A W NPEFELO

Repetitive work
CVJ_MONOT

0 Not applicable
1 Repetitive
2 not repetitive

Distance to workplace (metres)

CVJ_DISTRR

0 Not applicable
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Less than 100 m

From 100 to 499 m

From 500 to 999 m

1,000 to 4,999 m

5,000 t0 9,999 m

10,000 to 29,999 m
30,000-49,999 m

More than or equal to 50,000 m

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

72. Transport method to work
CVJ_TREMP

Not applicable

By car

By train

Bus

Walking

Bicycle

Combination of several
Other

~N o oA WN PP O

73. Work day duration (minutes)
CVJ_DURATR

Not applicable

Less than 5 minutes
up to 14 minutes

15 to 29 minutes

30 to 59 minutes

60 or more minutes

a b~ W N BEFE O

74. Return home to eat
CVJ_COMT

0 Not applicable
1 Returns to eat
2 Does not return to eat

75. Bad smells
CVJ_OLORS

0 Not applicable
Yes
No

N

76. Irritating noises
CVJ_RUIDT

0 Not applicable
Yes
No

N

77. Little ventilation

17



78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

83.
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CVJ_VENTI

0 Not applicable
Yes
No

N -

Little lighting
CVJ_ILUMI

0 Not applicable
Yes
No

N -

Dampness
CVJ_HUMED

0 Not applicable
Yes
No

N -

Excessive cold in winter
CVJ_FRIO

0 Not applicable
Yes
No

N -

Excessive heat in summer
CVJ_CALOR

0 Not applicable
Yes
No

N -

Work conditions (synthetic)
CVJ_CENTR2

0 Not applicable

1 Good

2 Poor

3 Very poor
Occupation, profession

CVJ_CPROF2R

Technical and professional
Executive

Administrative

Marketing and sales
Services

Agricultural workers

o O WDN P
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7 Labourers
8 Not classifiable

84. Professional situation
CVJ_SPRO2

Salaried business owners
Self-employed

Family support

Member of a cooperative

Private sector fixed salary

Public administration fixed salary
Private sector temporary salary

Public administration temporary salary
Other situations

© 00 NO O WDN PR

85. Domestic tasks (participation)
CVJ_TDOME1

Not applicable

Active in the home
Habitual collaborator
Sporadic collaborator
Inactive in the home

A W NEFELO

86. Weekly hours on domestic tasks (stratum)
CVJ_HORADZ2R

10 hours or fewer

From 11 to 30 hours
From 31 to 50 hours
More than 50 hours

A WODN P

87. Sports spectator
CVJ_DEPOE

Not applicable
Habitually
Weekends
Holidays
Some per year
Never

a b~ W N PEFE O

88. Sports practice
CVJ_DEPOR

Not applicable
Habitually
Weekends
Holidays
Some per year
Never

g b~ WDNPF O
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89.

90.

91.

92.

93.

94.
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Cinema
CVJ_ICINE

Not applicable
Habitually
Weekends
Holidays
Some per year
Never

g b~ W DN PF O

Forest
CVJ_MONTE

Not applicable
Habitually
Weekends
Holidays
Some per year
Never

ga b WONPF O

Theatre, concerts, etc.
CVJ_TETRO

Not applicable
Habitually
Weekends
Holidays
Some per year
Never

a b~ W N BEFE O

Cinema enthusiast (TV, video or DVD)
CVJ_CINE1

Not applicable
Habitually
Weekends
Holidays
Some per year
Never

g b~ WONPF O

Cinema enthusiast (synthetic)
CVJ_CINE2

Not applicable

Habitually or weekend
Holidays or some per year
Never

w N P O

Listening to music at home
CVJ_MUSI

0 Not applicable
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95.

96.

97.

98.

99.

100.
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Habitually
Weekends
Holidays
Some per year
Never

1
2
3
4
5

Fondness of reading
CVJ_LECTU2

Not applicable

Not fond of reading

Only newspapers and magazines
Only novels

All

A W DN PEFE O

Holiday location
CVJ_LUGVAR

1 Within the Basque Regional Community
2 Other provinces
3 Abroad

Residence type
CVJ_TIRES

Not applicable

Camping

Subsidised residence
Hotel/pension

Rental apartment or house
Second home

Family homes

Usual home

~No o0k WNBRFE O

Weekend travel
CVJ_VIAFS

Not applicable

All

Almost all

Certain times of the year
Sometimes

Never

g b~ WONPF O

Getting up time
CVJ_HORAL

0 Not applicable
1 Regular
2 Irregular

Going to bed time

Microdata from the Living Conditions Survey — 1999

Description of file

21



EUSKAL ESTATISTIKA ERAKUNDEA Microdata from the Living Conditions Survey — 1999

INSTITUTO VASCO DE ESTADISTICA

Description of file

CVJ_HORAA

0 Not applicable
1 Regular
2 Irregular

101. Weekend lunch or dinner outings

CVJ_FSSAL

0 Not applicable

1 Every week

2 Some per month
3 Some per year
4 Never

102. Youth associations (member)
CVJ_PERAJ

0 Not applicable
1 Belongs to one
2 None

103. Sports associations (member)
CVJ_PERSD

0 Not applicable
1 Belongs to one
2 None

104. Environmental organisations (member)
CVJ_PERSE

0 Not applicable
1 Belongs to one
2 None

105. Art, folklore or recreational associations (member)
CVJ_PERAF

0 Not applicable
1 Belongs to one
2 None

106. Membership in societies (synthetic)
CVJ_PERT1

0 Not applicable
1 Belongs to one
2 None

107. Environmental organisations (participates)
CVJ_PARSE

22



108.

109.

110.

111.

112.

113.
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1 Participates in one
2 Does not participate in any

Relationships with friends, neighbours, etc.

CVJ_RELAC

0 Not applicable
Yes
2 No

[N

Goes out to walk
CVJ_PASEO

Not applicable
Everyday

Some per week
Some per month
Some per year
Never

ga b WONPFE O

Go out for drinks, bars, etc.
CVJ_POTEO

Not applicable
Everyday

Some per week
Some per month
Some per year
Never

a b~ W N BEFE O

Meetings at home with friends
CVJ_REUAM

Not applicable
Everyday

Some per week
Some per month
Some per year
Never

g b~ WONPF O

Practice sport
CVJ_PDEPO

Not applicable
Everyday

Some per week
Some per month
Some per year
Never

a b~ W NPEFE O

Attendance at sports events
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CVJ_ESPED

Not applicable
Everyday

Some per week
Some per month
Some per year
Never

g b~ WDNPF O

114. Attendance at cultural events
CVJ_ESPEC

Not applicable
Everyday

Some per week
Some per month
Some per year
Never

ga b WONPF O

115. Travel, excursions, etc.
CVJ_EXCUR

Not applicable
Everyday

Some per week
Some per month
Some per year
Never

a b~ W N BEFE O

116. Exclusively professional events
CVJ_ACTPR

Not applicable
Everyday

Some per week
Some per month
Some per year
Never

g b~ WONPF O

117. Other events of a social nature

CVJ_ACTSOR

1 Everyday

2 Some per week
3 Some per month
4 Some per year
5 Never

118. Personal elevator
CVJ_ELEP

24



